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DID PLAYERS SELL OUT?

Ugly Rumor that Several of Whi.e Sox
Threw Games to Reds.

BY HARRY A, WILLIAMS.

Several of the Chicago White Sox players, and possibly all of them,
have failed as yet to receive thelr money from the world series.

In 1917 the White Sox were given their money at the closa of the
serfes.

These st nts in th Ives are not new, although the first one
has had a lot of people guessing, {ncluding the players, and are significant
ovnly as they may be rolated to as yat unconfirmed charges that several of
the White Sox players sold out.

ARE INVESTIGATING.

The officials of the Chlcago club, it is reported, are conducting an in-
vestigotion which will reach {nto the South, out to the Coast, in fact,
wherever plavers of the club may chance to be wintering Naturally,
many are conjecturing as to whether this reported investigation, the ngly
rumors regarding the recent world series, which unti]l the last few drys
were of an extremely vague nature on the Coast, and the holding up of
the players’ money, have any direct connection.

Some predict that if the facts are ever obtained the biggest swindle
in the history of baseball will be uncovered, Those who atill belleve, on
the other hand, that the series was played on the square, claim that the
officiala of the Chicago club have turned a heeding ear to groundless gos-
<ip from bettors who lost thelr moncy on the Chicago club.

CAN NAME PLAYERS.

Advicea from Chicago are to the effect that when it comes to a show-
down, names of players who nre nlleged to have entered Into an agree-
ment with a syndicate of gamblers to throw games can be produced. Thus
far there have been intimations, but no names mentfoned
+  One Story has it that the Chicago club as a whole sold out for $100,-
000. Another, that four men received approximately $40,000 each If
there is any basis for elther report, the Iatter would seem to be more logi-
ckl, as it would be practically impossiblo to take an entirs ball club into
a proposition of that kind.

WON OVER MILLION,

The winnings of the syndicate are said to have exceeded a milllon
dollars, while saveral not actually i{n on the deal, but who recelved tipa
a8 to how thinga were to go, made heavy winnings

If there I8 & “joker” [n the thing it les in the fact that ths Cincin-
natl club really figured to win the geries, and probably would have won
without any of the alleged help from White Sox players, because of their
great pitching. Apparently, if there was anything wrong, it was because
the gamblers were not certain of the dope, and wanted to make it an
ubgolutely sure thing. The White Sox were favorites, and those betting
on Cincinnati got good prices,

RUMORS INSISTENT.

Usly rumors have been In circulation for soma time, and thesa scem
te be becoming more lnsstent.

The writer would be the last to question or reflect on the honesty of
ony ball player. For a long time I refused to treat seriously any of these
rumors, and even In the face of information which seemed on tho surface
to be convincing

Just after the series closed a local follower of baseball spoke to me
#bout a serfes of telegramp which he claimed to have sean. These camao
from an eastern man to a Los Angeles party. They were sont before euch
kame, and with one exception called the turn on every game The re-
ciptent of these telegrams, my Informant told me, won approximately

£40,000,
HARD TO BELIEVE.

This thing of being able to pick the winner from day to day In ad-
vance geemed Bo improbable that I refused to give It further thought. . It
seemecd huardly concelvable that baseball games could be framed in that
manner.

Since then smo many fragments of information along that line have
Leen rece:ved am to give the thing such an ugly aspect that the Intereats
of baseball meem to demand a searching Investigution If the intimatlons
;rla groundless somothing should be done at once to cstablish them as
alse.

The heaviest betting by the syndicate, it {8 sald, was done on the in-
dividual games, and not the series a8 & whole. This i3 the alleged atate-
ment of a Chicago player to a friend, who It {8 also reported added that
he would have received $30,000 more if one of the games hadn't “gone

wrong."
ROLL OF HCUNDREDS,

Another player, it Is alleged, »as seen in possession of a roll of cug-
rency in $100 bills of more than $12,000, and a couple of rolls, of bllls of
smallar denomlinations

A Chicago player when asked recently by a friend how he came to
have ‘plenty of mopey in view of the fact that he had not been pald by
the club, declared thzt he had made It in o fortunate Investment.

The whole thing seoms destined to break very ghortly unless the
powercs of organjzcd baseball decide to “hush™ it up, as an affair of this
aort is_bound to hurt the game, and such action {8 inconesivable The
facta can do no more harm than the rumors which aro daily becoming
mora general It 18 belleved that the investigation s further pdvanced
and of wider ramificrtions than Is generally realized Indicatlons are
that those under suapicion will efther be cleared of the allagations or thelr
'sdantity made known.
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